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Prayer For The New Year 


“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom.” 


“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me.” 


Help me, O Lord, to “seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” Help me to set 
my affections and desires “fon things above, not on things on the 
earth.” 


Help me, O God, to “seek first the Kingdom of God 


and His righteousness.” 


“Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me and 


I shall be saved: for thou art my praise.” 
In the Name of Christ, Thy Son, 


Amen 
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The National Council of Churches 
Repudiation Necessary 


“With reference to China, Christians should 
urge reconsideration by our Government of its 
policy in regard to the People’s Republic of 
China . . . , steps should be taken toward 
the inclusion of the People’s Republic of China 
in the United Nations and for its recognition 
by our Government.” 


In thus recommending the recognition of 
Red China and the inclusion of another Com- 
munist power in the United Nations, the Na- 
tional Council sponsored World Order Study 
Conference has taken a step many Christians 
will most energetically repudiate. 


The Board of the National Council of 
Churches has now officially expressed full ac- 
cord with this action and served notice that it is 
the “right and duty of the Christian Churches 
to speak out on controversial political, economic 
and social issues.” In linking recognition of 
Red China with this “right and duty” of the 
churches to “speak out,” we are given a fore- 
taste of the radical left-wing policies which are 
a part of their program for the future. 


We are convinced that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of Christians in America do not approve 
of the leadership in the National Council which 
has now taken the bit in its teeth and proposes 
to get the Church involved in political, economic 
and social issues in the name of the Church. 


Some of the men who drafted the 5,000-word 
‘Message to the Churches,” are as far to the left 
in theology and politics as are to be found in any 
church. That they should presume to speak 
for Protestantism in America is a serious re- 
flection on the average Christian. We have 
simply let the leadership be taken over by men 
who do not represent Christianity. 
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Furthermore, the group which met in Cleve. 
land and unanimously passed this resolution 
was a hand-picked group, in no sense repre. 
sentative of the churches. 


Having taken this action, with such grave 
implications for the welfare of America and the 
free world, and the National Council now hav- 
ing served notice on the churches that it pro- 
poses to spearhead yet further adventures into 
the controversial areas of politics, economics and 
soical action, there is no course left to Chris- 
tians who disavow this leadership than to take 
effective measures through their respective 
church courts and at the same time discontinue 
the payment on any funds which might be 
channeled to the National Council for its use. 


The way to cut off such funds without at the 
same time jeopardizing the legitimate program 
of our church is to designate them for specific 
purposes at the congregational and agency levels 
of the church. 


To many of us this is a moral issue. We can- 
not contribute to a work we believe is contrary 
to the spiritual mission of the Church, detri- 
mental to the cause of Christ and calculated to 
lead to national disaster. 


The recognition of Soviet Russia and her 
inclusion in the United Nations is, we believe, 
responsible in part for the expansion of Com- 
munism throughout the world, and of our own 
economic and political difficulties. There is 
not one good thing which has come out of this 
recognition of a godless regime. Furthermore, 
as this is being written, Communist leaders all 
over the world are plotting against America and 
seeking her downfall. Their word of promise 
is a lie. They pervert every good thing to that 
which is evil. Christians and the Christian 
Church continue to be the object of hatred and 
persecution. 


The stark seriousness of the situation is in- 
dicated by the following quotations and facts: 
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SEOUL, KOREA—“I walked through the 
streets of Seoul soon after the fighting ended 
and saw devastation and suffering beyond im- 
agination. My guide, a Christian who had suf- 
fered greatly at Communist hands, pointed to 
the remains of the YMCA building and said, 
‘One day the Reds herded 3,000 Christians into 
the basement of that building and turned ma- 
chine guns on them. They were hunted down 
and destroyed simply because they were Chris- 
tians’.”” 

SOUTHEAST CHINA—Bishop Quentin K. 
Y. Huang, Bishop to Chinese in the United 
States and formerly Episcopal Bishop in China, 
states that before the Communists took over in 
China they infiltrated the churches, the paro- 
chial schools, the seminaries and the church 
hospitals. The spiritual church has now been 
driven completely underground. The visible 
church is a show window for foreign visitors, 
operating under full control of the Communists. 


SALEM, OREGON—Just a few weeks ago an 
evangelical pastor was approached by a Com- 
munist Party member in an effort to soften him 
up for the Communist cause. When the pastor 
resisted, he was told that the Communists have a 
complete record of pastors and members of the 
churches of Salem in their files ready for action 
at the appropriate time. This is the same pat- 
tern followed in China and Korea. 


You can see from these facts why we are 
alarmed by the recent statement by the World 
Order Study Conference sponsored by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches urging United States 
recognition of Red China. The statement fol- 
lows the regular Communist Party line and ig- 
nores such facts as these: 


1. The Communists in China have murdered 
at least 20 millions of their own country- 
men, and have liquidated other millions in 
slave labor camps. 


2. The Communists have promulgated a false 
church loyal to the Communist ideology 
and in opposition to the true church of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


3. Missionaries have been tortured, then de- 
ported and their belongings confiscated. 


!. The Communist leaders, both Chinese and 
Russian, continue to reiterate the stand 
of Lenin and Stalin that they will not be 
satisfied until Communism becomes a true 
world order dominating all nations. 


That the National Council of ‘Churches 
should advocate yet further appeasement to 
Communism through saying “Christians should” 
work for the diplomatic recognition of Red 
China and her inclusion in the United Nations, 
must bring joy to Moscow and Peking and 
despair to Christians in the oppressed areas of 
the world. 


There may be no way whereby the minds of 
those who exercise leadership in the National 
Council can be changed. As free citizens they 
have the right to this opinion. As heads of a 
supposedly responsible Church organization, we 
most emphatically question their judgment. 


But as one Christian we repudiate this leader- 
ship and from this time shall see that not one 
cent of that which we give for the work of our 
church shall go to this group which we feel is 
now completely unworthy of confidence and 
support and a menace to the best interests of 
America and the free world. 


We feel that the time has now come when 
Christian men should carefully study how their 
money is being spent in the name of the Church 
and who the men are who control the policies 
of this super organization which has in a very 
real sense become an ecclesiastical Franken- 
stein. 


Cut off the financial support of the National 
Council and the time may come when respon- 
sible and representative men can be elected 
who will use their office and this organization 
for the glory of God and the spiritual witness 
of the Church. 


In the mean time the present leadership 
should be repudiated. 
—L. N. B. 





This World and the Next 


In keeping a right perspective there are two 
truths we should never forget. 


The first is that man’s final accounting is 
to God and that He, the Sovereign God of the 
universe is the One with Whom we have to 
deal. 


The second is that the present world system 
is at enmity with God and any attempt of man 
to reconcile the two is folly. 


A consideration of these statements can prove 
profitable. 
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Man’s final accounting is to God: We like 
to think of ourselves as the masters of our fate 
and it is true that, as free moral agents, we can 
reject the proffered salvation through Christ 
and go our own way. But some day those who 
reject or neglect Him will still meet Him, not as 
the Saviour in whom they might have believed 
but as the righteous Judge of all the earth. 


The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews ex- 
claims: “How shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation”. That which God offers as a 
free gift may be rejected but that neither solves 
nor ends man’s dilemma, for there will come a 
time when, as inexorable as death itself, man 
will find himself spiritually naked in the pres- 
ence of the Holy One and all because he had 
refused the robes of Christ’s righteousness which 
could have been imputed to him. 


And never forget, this is not the harshness 
of God but the inevitability of judgment of sin. 
That God has provided propitiation and escape 
is the marvel of His love and grace. 


The present world system is at enmity with 
God. Although the evidence is everywhere to 
see it is difficult, even for the Christian, to 
break with those things which tarnish and de- 
stroy. The “lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life” may be trans- 
lated into those things which reach out their 
tentacles to ensnare from without while their 
ready allies are already a part of our unre- 
generate nature. 


Only through the work of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts do we gain the right perspective be- 
tween the world we see and the one being pre- 
pared for those who believe. It is then that we 
see with the eyes of faith, looking “not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen”. It is only then that we realize 
that “the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are eternal”. 


Does this mean that the Christian should 
wash his hands of the world in which he lives? 


Just the opposite. 


Every Christian has an unending duty to be 
“salt” and “light” in the social order and this 
is no easy task. Only the grace of God and the 
power of His Spirit can enable one so to live 
that others too will, through faith in Christ, 
change their citizenship to that city whose 
builder and maker is God. Living in but not of 
the world is one of the paradoxes as well as 
duties of believers and to so live to the glory 
of God is our primary duty. 


In the mean time let us pray that we shall 
see this world and the next in their proper 
perspective. 

—L. N. B. 
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All Things New 


“And he that sat upon the throne said, Be. 
hold, I make all things new”. Rev. 21:5. 


Let us begin our New Year with a Promise; 
one of the most beautiful and comprehensive 
promises in the Bible, Behold, I make all things 
new. This is not the promise of some poli- 
tician, seeking office; or of some earthly kin 
or dictator: this is the promise of One Who 
sits upon the throne of the universe, the Cre. 
ator and Ruler of the world. 


God likes to divide life into sections: every 
twenty-four hours we have a new day; every 
seven days, a new week; every thirty days or s0, 
a new month; and every twelve months, a 
New Year. 


God loves to make new things. Each spring 
He gives a new carpet to the earth. There is 
new grass, and new leaves, and new blossoms. 
I wish to say a word about our text and some. 
thing of what it may mean. What are some 
“New Things” which God promises to make. 


I. New People: This is the great need of the 
world. 


Not new laws, or new treaties, or new houses, 
or new business, but new people. We need 
them in America. They need them in Europe. 
Russia needs them, China needs them, Africa 
needs them. 


This is what God has been doing ever since 
man fell into sin. He has already made a lot 
of new people. These new people are His work- 
manship as truly as the stars in the sky. They 
have been born again and are a new creation 
in Christ Jesus. They are like a lovely rose 
grafted on a thorny brier. 


Il. A New Place: New Heavens and a New 
Earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 


This world was once a beautiful place. Sin 
came to spoil it all. God had to wash the world 
with a flood, because it had become so full of 
sin and corruption and violence. The next 
time it will be purified by fire, and fire is a 
greater cleanser than water. 


The New Jerusalem which comes down from 
God will be a place where there is no sin. 
Jesus has gone to prepare a place—a new place 
—for us. 


III. New Prospect: Enjoying God forever. 


The prospect is not very bright as far as this 
world is concerned, but “The Best is yet to be’. 
This life is but a preparation for a bigger and 
better life to come. Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither has it entered the mind of man, 
just what the prospect is. I covet for myself and 
for you, a Stronger Faith; a brighter Hope; an 
Abounding Love, as we enter the New Year. 

—J. K. P. 
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Are We Putting First 
Things First? 


We strive mightily for money and worldly 
goods but Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven”. 
Matthew 19:24. 


Prosperity is our goal yet we know that seldom 


| do prosperity and humility go hand in hand. 


We spend years of our lives securing an “ed- 
ucation” but Paul tells us “the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God”. Ist Cor. 3:19. 


We abhor and try to avoid troubles and mis- 
fortunes yet we are told twice—in Hebrews 
12:6 and Revelation 3:19—that “whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth”. 


We love the world and its pleasures and con- 
veniences yet, Jesus said “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul and with all thy mind”. Matthew 22:37. 


We seek life’s “sweets” and dodge its “bitters” 
yet we know that sweet foods make us sick and 
comfortable living makes us soft. 


We aspire to the plaudits of the world yet 
we remember the crowd wanting to make Jesus 
their King and then crucifying Him and we 
know that the saying “Beware of him of whom 
all the world speaks well” is a truism because 
that man is agreeing with the world when he 
ought to be disagreeing. 


We compliment our friends or remain silent 
when we know we should speak out and warn 
of “The wrath of God to come”. 


Let us remember that Judas betrayed Jesus 
with a kiss and that the world is more dangerous 
to a Christian when it smiles than when it 
frowns. —R. LeC. 


The Children’s Page 


Omitted this week on account lack of space. 
Will be resumed in the next issue. The Chil- 
dren’s Page book, containing 80 short Bible 
stories, sketched and illustrated by “The Little 
Jetts”, has had a most gratifying reception, over 
500 copies having sold since recently coming 
off the press. Grandmothers and Aunts—and 
Great Grandmothers—are purchasing more than 
any others. One Aunt who evidently has a 
colony of little nephews and nieces has ordered 
30 copies, so far, and says there will be more. 
Many have said “the price is too low’, but the 
aim in making it $1.25, postpaid, is to put this 
child’s book in reach of everybody. 

Order from 
The Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Architecture Suited for 
Presbyterian Worship 


The article on this theme in the October 
29th issue of the SOUTHERN PRESBY- 
TERIAN JOURNAL has attracted wide in- 
terest. Requests have come to Mr. Ladson 
Brearley for copies of the mimeographed Chi- 
cago study on THE ARCHITECTURAL SET- 
TING OF PRESBYTERIAN WORSHIP from 
persons scattered all the way from Canada to 
Mexico and Formosa and including all of our 
own seminaries. Favorable comments have come 
from students in Richmond and Memphis, from 
a pastor in Mississippi and from a supporting 
article being prepared by one in Virginia. From 
Baltimore comes the report of a new pastor who 
has secured session approval for moving the 
Table away from the wall and placing it in the 
nave on the level of the congregation and for 
restoring the pulpit to the center. 


On the other hand, there are reports of Ro- 
man Catholics rejoicing that there is now little 
difference between the Gothic Chancel archi- 
tecture of Protestant and Catholic Churches and 
that the drive in Protestantism for one organic 
monolithic structure can only end by bringing 
Protestants into the papal obedience. It is Ro- 
manist not Reformed to regard an altar or a 
picture as the sacred place in the sanctuary. 


In worship as in doctrine and government, 
God is the LORD. As the LORD, He has willed 
that His Voice be heard in the faithful preach- 
ing of His Gospel and His acts seen in the 
biblical administration of His sacraments. In 
the Great High Priest of our profession, Jesus 
Christ, every believer is a royal priest with free 
and full access to the throne of grace and to 
the Table of the LORD. God makes His Coun- 
tenance of love evident to us in the face of Jesus 
Christ. By faith we apprehend His heart of 
mercy, and this faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the Word of Christ. 


When the eyes of the flesh are focussed, how- 
ever, on an altar behind which there is a ficti- 
tious picture of the face of Jesus, either as a 
modern revolutionary, or as a study in calm 
repose, or as a man of the Renaissance, the eyes 
of the heart are thereby deflected from the true 
worship centre which God has established. May 
the Holy Spirit illumine the eyes of faith that 
we may see the Lamb standing in the midst of 
the throne as He was sacrificed for us, the 
High Priest ever living to make intercession for 
us in the Tabernacle which God pitched. And 
let us not ape the papist with a reproduction 
of medieval architecture and art which for- 
gets the Reformed heritage and (with its picture 
worship centers) even disregards the Sec- 
ond Commandment and the Church’s catecheti- 
cal exposition thereof. 


—W.C.R. 
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Is Sputnik To Defeat America 
by Way of Inflation? 


Until Russian scientists launched Sputnik, the 
United States was making a valiant effort to 
balance the budget. But when this occurred, 
we lost our heads, threw economic caution to 
the wind and went all out for great military 
spending. And some of this spending seems to 
have been born of taking Buck Rogers and his 
space escapades seriously. Do our Washington 
leaders think that shooting the moon with tax 
payers’ money is a proper diversion? Granted 
that multi-millionaires may play with some of 
theirs, is it proper to try multi-million dollar 
shots at the moon financed with deficit spend- 
ing that decreases the value of every American’s 
holdings and bring those dependent on a stated 
income to want? 


The believer may well re-read the opening 
chapters of Genesis, together with some of the 
Psalms such as the eighth and the one hundred 
and fifteenth, sixteenth verse. God has given 
man wide sovereignty over the earth, its animals, 
its fish and other sea creatures, over the birds 
and the atmosphere. But God gave the moon 
to rule over the night and said nothing to man 
about ruling the moon, the sun, or the stars. In- 
deed, 


“The heavens are the heaven of the Lord; 


But the earth hath He given to the children 
of men.” 


At about the same time our giant moon- 
rocket, Roman candle sputtered out in seventy- 
seven seconds at a cost of many millions, the 
Navy was sending two submarines under the 
ice-pack from the Pacific to the Atlantic across 
the North Pole. Why not use all the scientific 
know-how that man possesses to master further 
the good world God has given man, and leave 
to the fingers of the Almighty the sun, the 
moon and the stars—and then perhaps sputnik 
will not defeat us by way of inflation to make 
these wasteful moon shots. 


—W.C. R. 





“Old Hundredth” 


Some folks say they prefer modern transla- 
tions of the Bible and that’s fine. Just so they 
read ‘em. A debatable number of copyists’ and 
printers’ errors have been corrected and scores 
of obsolete words eliminated from recent edi- 
tions in mid-century American English, however 
if you cut your eye teeth on the King James 
version you ‘ll find yourself going back to it for 
assurance, help and inspiration. No one in 300 
years has improved on the beauty of the West- 
minster translation of 1611. 
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Take for example the 100th Psalm, only five 
verses. For hundreds of years “Old Hundredth” 
held its honored position as one of the favorites 
of generations of our forefathers. 


Practically any child able to read can under- 
stand and appreciate every line of this simple 
and brief selection from God’s Word. It con- 
tains only three words of more than eight letters: 
Thanksgiving, everlasting and generation. 
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye 
lands,” is the first verse. Can any man find 
words to convey the meaning clearer or better? 


“Serve the Lord with gladness; come before 
His presence with singing,” provides a touch 
of poetic beauty. “Know ye that the Lord He 
is God: It is He that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of 
His pasture.” Any effort to “improve” this 
verse would kill it for a lot of people. Let us 
admit the Lord is God and do you object to 
being sheep in His pasture? 


“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and 
into His courts with praise; be thankful unto 
Him and bless His name.” How often we are 
admonished, if Christians, to sing His praises, 
be thankful for His love and bless His Holy 
name. It is not only the business of a lifetime 
but of eternity. 


“For the Lord is good, his mercy is ever- 
lasting: and His truth endureth to all genera- 
tions.” If we lost every Psalm except Old 
Hundredth, we could read it every day and 
thank God because His mercy is boundless and 
timeless. 


Is it possible for man to say the same thing 
with the same feeling by rewriting these verses? 
It does not seem logical, in fact utterly impos- 
sible. Old Hundredth stands staunch and su- 
preme through the ages just the way it is. Mod- 
ern versions are refreshing, you will enjoy the 
comparisons. Nevertheless, a lot of oldtimers, 
let it be said, when time comes to read and 
worship, still thumb through dogeared pages 
of King James. 


—Ralph Brewer 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








ow > 


a a a oe oa 








< 


aA.2.8 7 3 


oi] 


we 
~~ 


Ae” OTT & 

















December 10, 1958 
To the Editor— 


Being often behind with my reading, I have 
only just now read an article in the Journal for 
November 12, entitled, “Feast of the Bloody 
Shirt.” 


Since this is based on an article of mine which 
most of your readers will not have seen, may I 
simply point out some mis-readings of that article 
which appear in this criticism of it? 


First, the main point of my article appears to 
have been missed entirely. At least half of it 
points up, and quotes at some length, the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s position about this Centennial 
celebration. The main idea of the article was to 
call attention to what the General Assembly is 
asking the church to do. The General Assembly 
Minutes of 1956 and 1958 contain the statement 
to which I refer. Readers are invited to look these 
up for themselves. I was putting into other words 
what I believe is a fair interpretation of the As- 
sembly’s actions and recommendations: namely 
that the chief object of the Centennial is not to 
celebrate the separation of 1861, as such. Your 
article’s quarrel is with the General Assembly, not 
with me. I quote one sentence from the General 
Assembly’s directive to the Centennial Committee 
in 1956: “Our emphasis should be primarily on 
our heritage and mission as a member of the great 
family of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
throughout the world.” 


Second, I did not say that to celebrate the found- 
ing of the Southern Presbyterian Church would 
amount to a “rejoicing in evil at the worst.’ What 
I said was, “Is this (i.e. a divorce celebration) the 
sort of thing we are to have? It sounds like bad 
taste at the best, and a rejoicing in evil at the 
worst.” Personally, I agree with the General As- 
sembly’s description of the kind of celebration 
which is hoped for. And it is definitely not pri- 
marily a rejoicing in the events of 1861. The As- 
sembly made that quite plain. 


Third, your critic says, quite unfairly, that I 
am creating a wrong impression about the situa- 
tion of the founders of our Church. “They had 
no choice but to secede,” he says. Had he read 
my article more slowly he would have seen that 
I said almost identically the same thing: “A situa- 
tion had been forced on them (the southern com- 
missioners in 1861) so that they could not in 
good conscience have done otherwise.” Your critic 
and I are in exact agreement on this point. 


Fourth, the reference to the “Feast of the 
Bloody Shirt” needs to be put into its context. 
I wrote my article with two kinds of people in 
mind: (1) those who would like to make the cele- 
bration emphasize our differences, past and present, 
from any other Presbyterian denomination, and 
(2) those who are shocked at the notion of a 
celebration, and fear it will turn into a “feast of 
the bloody shirt.’”” (Not my invention, the phrase!) 
I tried to point out that the General Assembly’s 
deliverances give no support to group No. 1, and 
give group No. 2 no cause for fear. 


Fifth (and last), my article did not raise the 
question of union now or any time, and did not 
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assert nor imply that our present independent 
state is in itself sinful. That is a question not 
raised by the General Assembly nor by the Cen- 
tennial Committee, and not by me. It seems to me 
that the kind of celebration the General As- 
sembly desires can be participated in by all of us 
with good conscience. And let us do it in grati- 
tude and not in pride. 


Sincerely, 
Kenneth J. Foreman 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 





Meeting Face to Face 


Napoleon had a number of picked soldiers 
whom he called “the Old Guard.” He knew 
he could trust them through thick and thin, 
and in the many anxious moments that Na- 
poleon passed through, he was comforted when 
he could turn to his Old Guard. They stood 
by him; they were loyal to the core. One day 
it was whispered to Napoleon that there was 
a rebellion in the Old Guard. What would 
he do? He summoned the Old Guard to the 
Palace Court. They waited outside in the court- 
yard, while alone in the throne room in the 
Emperor's chair, on a platform slightly elevated 
sat Napoleon. 


The Old Guard wondered what would hap- 
pen. Would the great chief come out and scold 
and threaten them? Would they be marched 
off to prison and punishment? What was the 
chief going to do? A messenger came out and 
summoned the members of the Old Guard one 
by one into the presence of Napoleon. The 
first man came in at the far door. The door 
was closed and he was alone with the Emperor. 
He walked right up to the throne until he 
stood face to face with Napoleon, and not a 
word was spoken. Napoleon looked into his 
eyes, and he looked into the eyes of his chief, 
and then Napoleon stretched out his hand, and 
they gripped hands, and the old guardsman 
passed out. And the next man came in, and 
never a word was spoken. He walked up to 
the throne, stood, and looked; again the hand- 
clasp, and he passed out. The next man came; 
the same look; the same hand; and the next, 
one by one, and the rebellion was over for ever. 


Would you come into the presence of your 
Lord? Would you look into His face? Would 
you stretch out the hand of faith, and put it 
into His hand, the hand that was marred, that 
was pierced for you? Your rebellion will go, 
if you will come like that. Just the look; just 
the outstretched hand; and then the clasp from 
His blessed hand, and you are His! 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 18 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Emphasizes The Cost Of Greatness 


Background Scripture: Mark 10:32-45 
Devotional Reading: John 13:1-17 


It is said that “ some men are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust 
upon them”, and this may be true if we are thinking about the world’s idea of greatness, but there 
is only one path that leads to greatness in the Kingdom of God. It is the path of Humility, of Service, 
and of Sacrifice. We must humble ourselves as a little child: we must be willing to serve as He served; 
we must be ready to sacrifice ourselves, even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but to 


minister and give His life a ransom for many. 
This is the opposite of the world’s idea of 
greatness. The idea of the world is that great- 
ness consists in making other people serve you; 
to climb upon a pedestal or throne and have 
people bow down to you, to be a sort of god 
for others to worship. This idea of greatness 
seemed to be the idea of Jesus’ disciples too, 
and He had to tell them over and over again 
what it meant and what it cost to be truly great 
in the eyes of God. They often disputed among 
themselves as to which of them should be the 
greatest. Luke tells us (22:24) that even at the 
Passover Feast “there was also a strife among 
them, which of them should be accounted the 
greatest. And he said unto them, the kings of 
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and 
they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. But ye shall not be so; but 
he that is greatest among you, let him be as the 
younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth 
serve”. 


It was this constant strife among them that 
makes the incident given us by John in our De- 
votional Reading, especially significant. In 
verse 3 of John 13 we read, “Jesus knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he was come from God, and went to 
God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside 
his garments; and took a towel, and girded 
himself. After that he poureth water into a 
bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, 
and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he 
was girded”. I wonder how those men felt as 
He made these preparations? How did John 
feel, and Matthew the publican? Peter is the 
only one who speaks as far as we know. Then 
Jesus tries again to explain to them what true 
greatness is: Ye call me Lord and Master: and 
ye say well: for so I am. If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet: ye also 
ought to wash one another's feet. For I have 
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given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. There are a few Christians 
who practice “Foot-washing”, considering it a 
part of the ceremony connected with the Lord’s 
Supper. Most of us, however, do not look upon 
it this way, but consider it simply as an example 
of lowly service. The true Christian should be 
ready to do any sort of needed service, no matter 
what it is. In Palestine where people wore 
sandals and their feet got full of sand, the 
servant was supposed to come with a bason of 
water and wash the feet of guests who came. 
None of the disciples were disposed to offer to 
do this and so Jesus assumes the place of a 
servant and does it for them. What a rebuke 
to their “strife’ and what an example for 
them to follow! 


I am afraid that the church has often fol- 
lowed the world’s idea of greatness instead of 
Christ’s. In the annals of church history we 
find church dignitaries still quarrelling over 
“chief places” and using all sorts of unworthy 
and crooked schemes to attain their ends. It 
makes sad reading. Then, again, we find others 
who have worn themselves out serving in the 
humblest places and sacrificing themselves for 
the sake of Christ, men and women who have 
followed His example. There will be some 
surprising scenes when we stand before the 
judgment seat of the One who washed His 
disciples feet. Many who were first in the eyes 
of the world will be last, and the last, first. 
Could we but forget “chief places” and look 
for some lowly work to do for Him who for 
our sakes took the form of a servant! 


I. Jesus Tells the Disciples of His Death and 
Resurrection: Mark 10:32-34 


As they were in the way going up to Jerusalem 
Jesus again tells them of His coming treatment 
by the chief priests and scribes and His death 
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and resurrection. Mark says they were “amazed”. 
There was something about this trip to Jeru- 
salem that was different. He had set his face 
to go up knowing well what would be the result. 
He had told them before this but now He re- 
veals it again. His rejection and shameful 
treatment, His death and resurrection, did not 
come as a surprise to Him and He tried to 
prepare the disciples for it. They had very dif- 
ferent notions in their heads and did not under- 
stand. If they had listened to Him at this and 
other times, they would not have been co com- 
pletely overwhelmed and disheartened when He 
was arrested and condemned and crucified. 
Their ideas concerning the Messiah were so dif- 
ferent from what He revealed that it seemed 
almost impossible for them to take in what 
He said. 


II. The Request of James and John: Mark 
10:35-41 

Was there ever a more inappropriate time to 
make such a request? Instead of listening to and 
feeling with Him in His coming suffering they 
were thinking in terms of an earthly kingdom 
and places of authority for themselves. If we 
compare Mark’s account with that of Matthew 
(see Matt. 20:20) we will find that their moth- 
er was instrumental in this request for she came 
with them. “And he said unto her, what wilt 
thou? She saith unto Him, grant that these 
my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, 
and the other on the left, in thy kingdom”. It 
is thought that the family of Zebedee was the 
wealthiest among the disciples and had proba- 
bly helped a great deal in supporting the band 
of disciples. Jesus asked them a very heart- 
searching question: Can ye drink of the cup 
that I drink of? or be baptized with the bap- 
tism that I am baptized with? And they said 
unto him, we can. How self-confident these 
disciples were! We think of Peter’s boast that 
he would never forsake Him and the other dis- 
ciples said the same. Jesus told them that 
they would drink of the cup and be baptized 
with the baptism, but that these places of 
honor in the kingdom were not His to give but 
would be given to those for whom it is pre- 
pared. 


There is one comforting thought for us. If 
Jesus by the power of His spirit can make 
heroes out of such material, then there is hope 
for us. How frail and human we are! How 
far short of Jesus’ ideal for true greatness! 
Think of what these two and Peter became 
later and remember that His power can make 
us over also and give to us the unselfishness and 
humility which we must have if we are to be 
His disciples and worthy of any sort of great- 
ness in that kingdom. 


It was natural for the other disciples to react 
as they did. All twelve of them would have 
liked to be first and have places of power. So 
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they were much displeased with Jesus and John. 
Nothing makes for discord more than this sort 
of self-seeking. We can see it sometimes in 
the election of elders and deacons, or in the 
meetings of our church courts. Think of the 
strife and confusion at one time in the Roman 
Catholic Church over the selection of a pope 
and the result being the rival popes! We see 
the same spirit at times in the Protestant church. 


Ill. Jesus Teaches Them True Greatness 
Mark 10:42-45 


First, He tells them the world’s idea which 
we have already noted. Its idea is expressed in 
words like “rule”, and “authority”, and “lord- 
ship”. Great people exercise rule and authority 
and lordship. Now, let us turn to His defini- 
tion: 

It, too, is expressed in three words: Humility, 
Service, Sacrifice. Notice how these three things 
come out in what He says. 


Whosoever will be great shall be your min- 
ister; one who ministers, or serves, a lowly 
place. In another place (Mark 9:36) He took 
a little child, a symbol of humility, and set him 
in their midst. In our Devotional Reading we 
saw Him humble himself. One of the old church 
fathers (Augustine, I believe), when asked 
which were the greatest graces of a Christian, 
said, The first is humility, and the second is 
humility, and the third is humility. It must 
be genuine, however, not the Uriah Heep sort. 


And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, 
shall be servant of all. Not, what can others 
do for me, but what can I do for others. 
Measured by this yardstick where do people 
like Alexander the Great, and Napoleon and 
Hitler and a host of “great” people stand? And 
where do some of the so-called great ones of 
the church stand? 


Then He comes to himself. What is the 
thing that makes Jesus the Greatest of the Great? 
Even as the Son of Man came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many. Paul states it in an- 
other way in Philippians 2:5-10: “Who, being 
in the form of God ... but made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant . . . He humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death . . . wherefore God hath 
highly exalted Him and given Him a name 
which is above every name”. (Read and ponder 
carefully) 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 18 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Word For The Waiting Island 


Scripture: Psalm 96 and Isaiah 42:1-4 


Suggested Hymns: 
“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 
“T Love to Tell the Story” 
“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In this program we are considering the first 
of our financial objectives for 1959. Assembly’s 
Youth Council has decided that a portion of our 
money this year will be used to support evan- 
gelistic workers (nationals) on the Island of Tai- 
wan and to provide much needed help for the 
Bible Training School which is located in the 
town of Chupei. We are going to try to refresh 
our knowledge about Taiwan, or, as it is better 
known in the United States, Formosa. We want 
to learn something about the state of the church 
in Taiwan, and then finally to take a look at 
the work of the evangelistic workers and the 
work and needs of the Bible Training School. 


First Speaker: 


Almost everyone knows at least something 
about Taiwan, or Formosa, because of the place 
of importance it has come to have in interna- 
tional politics. Do we just have a_ passing 
acquaintance with the island, or do we know 
something definite about it and its people? If 
you happen to be well informed on this subject, 
surely you will not object to our reviewing 
some basic facts about Formosa for the benefit 
of those who are not so well informed. (It will 
help if you can display a map of Taiwan be- 
fore you give the following information.) 


Taiwan is an island in the Chinese Sea, being 
separated from the Chinese mainland by about 
a hundred miles. It is shaped roughly like an 
elm leaf and is two hundred and fifty miles 
long and about seventy miles wide at the widest 
point. It is divided into eastern and western 
sections by a range of rugged mountains extend- 
ing down the middle of the island. Some of 
these mountains reach elevations of fifteen thou- 
sand feet. The whole island has an area a little 
greater than the state of Maryland. Crowded 
into this space are more than seven millions of 


people. 
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Most of the seven millions came from the 
Chinese mainland at one time or another. The 
most recent to arrive are the free Chinese, those 
who rejected Communist rule. When the Com- 
munists came to power on the mainland, the Na- 
tionalist Government under President Chiang 
relocated in Taiwan. The Nationalist Army is 
stationed there, and many of the civilians came 
too. These people speak the Mandarin dialect 
used on the mainland, and they are often called 
“Mainlanders”. The people who are known as 
the Taiwanese also came to the island from 
China, but they came about four hundred years 
ago. They speak a dialect which is quite dif- 
ferent from that of the more recent arrivals. 
For fifty years prior to the close of World War 
IIT they were ruled by Japan. Still another group 
which originally came from China are the Hak- 
kas. For years they lived among the Taiwanese, 
but kept apart from them even to the speaking 
of a totally different dialect. 


The original Taiwanese are now known as 
the “Tribes People”. It is thought that they 
came from Malaya. As the Chinese and later 
the Japanese came, they moved into the rugged 
mountains, and are to be found there now. 
At one time these people were headhunters, and 
even now many of them are very backward. The 
different tribes have their own customs and their 
own languages. Many of the languages have 
never been reduced to writing. 


It is amazing that so many people could live 
in so small an area and still maintain so many 
differences of language and custom. These facts 
should give us an increased appreciation of the 
tasks facing the missionaries. 


Second Speaker: 


What is the status of the church on Taiwan? 
It is estimated that about one person out of 
every hundred is a Christian. None of our Pres- 
byterian U. S. missionaries went to Taiwan until 
the Nationalist Chinese were driven from China. 
Our Chinese missionaries were compelled to 
leave too, so some of them were assigned to 
Taiwan in 1949. This was not the beginning 
of Presbyterian work there. Since 1865 English 
Presbyterians and later Canadian Presbyterians 
had been working there. On the island there 
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is a strong Taiwanese Presbyterian Church with 
a General Assembly, two synods, eight presby- 
teries, 183 churches, 426 chapels, 53,700 mem- 
bers, and 78,400 inquirers. Our church (Presby- 
terian, U. S.) has 25 missionaries assigned to 
Taiwan at present. They work in a number of 
capacities, always cooperating with the Tai- 
wanese Presbyterian Church. 


Our missionaries work in mission schools, 
hospitals, student organizations, and in evange- 
listic work. One of the urgent goals is to do a 
more effective work with the Tribes People. 
They are hard to reach because of the almost 
inaccessible places in which they live. It is 
difficult to organize work among them because 
each tribe has its own language and its own 
customs. In nearly every case the first task is to 
reduce the language to writing. They are truly 
waiting for the Word to be made available to 
them. There was great rejoicing among the 
Christians last year as eleven men from one of 
these tribes were ordained as ministers to carry 
the Word back to their own people. The grass 
roots work of evangelism all over the island is 
being done by national evangelistic workers 
such as these eleven men. Our gifts will be used 
to support them in their work, paying their 
salaries and providing them with equipment. 


Third Speaker: 

While ninety-nine out of every hundred Tai- 
wanese wait for someone to bring them the 
Word of God, our Presbyterian Bible Training 
School in Chupei is preparing young people 
to teach and preach the Good News of Christ. 


There are ninety students in the school, both 
boys and girls. Before coming to the school they 
have had the equivalent of junior high school 
work. As students they are very faithful in their 
work and have given their services most effec- 
tively in week end work in the nearby churches, 
chapels, and Sunday schools. When the stu- 
dents have completed their three year course 
at the Bible School, they will be ready to do 
full time work in evangelism and Bible teaching. 


There can be no doubt about the effective- 
ness of the Bible School’s program of instruc- 
tion, but their work is being hampered by in- 
adequate facilities. Classroom buildings are 
shabby and uncomfortable, and the dormitories 
for both boys and girls are greatly overcrowded. 
A picture in the official report to the General 
Assembly shows a tiny room which is expected 
to house twelve boys. You can imagine how 
hard it would be to do any worthwhile studying 
in a room which you shared with eleven others. 


The money we give will be used to pay sal- 
aries of teachers for the school, to provide help 
for needy students, to pay rent on buildings be- 
ing used by the school, and to purchase im- 
proved materials and equipment. This is one 
of the practical ways we can send the Word to 
the waiting island. Let us also remember to 
pray for the work there and be willing to take 
up the work in Taiwan ourselves, if the Lord 
should call us to do so. 


(Receive the offering and have a prayer of 
dledication.) 





NEWS 
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COSTA RICA 


Hour of Decision 


San Jose—(PN)—The “Hour of Decision’, 
Billy Graham’s program, is going Spanish. The 
new program, “Decision”, is now being produced 
by the Pan American Christian Network, operating 
from this city. 


_ The first Sunday of January, 1959, 28 stations 
In seven Caribbean countries begin broadcasting 
the weekly program. It is being produced through 
the studios of missionary station TIFC, which is 
closely related to the Latin American Missionary 
language school and seminary, both in San Jose. 
The Pan American Christian Network is supplying 
more than 250 tape recordings per month to sta- 
tions throughout Central and South America which 
will carry Protestant missionary broadcasts, and 
in addition the network supplies phonograph rec- 
ords, recorded Bible selections for the American 
Bible Society’s talking book records, and training 
for Latin American pastors in radio techniques. 
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FLORIDA 


Dr. Bell Honored 


Miami, Dec. 24th—Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Execu- 
tive Editor of the interdenominational and inter- 
national religious magazine, Christianity Today* 
was the guest speaker at the dinner meeting of 
the Committee of One Hundred of Miami Beach 
last night. 


The Committee of One Hundred is made up of 
several hundred leading industrialists and profes- 
sional men of the United States. The late Charles 
F. Kettering was President and Dr. John Oliver 
LaGorce of the National Geographic Magazine is 
chairman of the Board. 


Recent and scheduled speakers include Admiral 
Arleigh A. Burke, General Curtis Lemay, Dr. 
Paul A. Siple, General Nathan Twining and Am- 
bassador Sir Percy Spender of Australia. 


Dr. Bell spoke on the subject: “The High Cost 
of Low Politics’—in government, in education 
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and in religion. Beginning his address with some 
interesting and amusing incidents experienced 
during his years in China Dr. Bell then went into 
a keen analysis of the present world situation and 
made an impassioned plea for a return to the 
moral and spiritual ideals to be found solely in 
Christian faith. 


* Dr. Bell is also Associate Editor of this 


Journal. 


—Ed. 





GEORGIA 


Committee on Television, Radio 


and Audio-Visual 


Atlanta—(PN)—Dr. Robert W. Kirkpatrick of 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, has been 
elected the first chairman of the newest agency 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., the Permanent 
Committee on Television, Radio and Audio-Visuals. 


Election of the professor of homiletics as chair- 
man, and Dr. Thomas W. Currie of Bellaire, Texas 
as vice-chairman, was accompanied by election of 
a six-man executive committee charged with find- 
ing an executive director for the new agency. 
Members of the executive committee include Drs. 
Kirkpatrick and Currie; Bluford B. Hestir of At- 
lanta, elected secretary of the new committee; Mr. 
Wilson Wearn of Greenville, S. C.; Mr. Haskell 
Boyter of Atlanta; and the Rev. J. W. Newton of 
Decatur, Ga. 


The Permanent Committee instructed its ex- 
ecutive committee to begin immediately its search 
for an executive who would then have the respon- 
sibility for developing a staff to carry out the 
General Assembly’s directive intensifying the 
Church’s TV and radio ministries. Names of pos- 
sible executives are being submitted to the ex- 
ecutive committee by the entire TRAV committee, 
and will be considered at an executive committee 
meeting Jan. 12. The entire committee of TRAV 
will meet again to continue its work of developing 
the new agency on January 26. 


In other activities, TRAV prepared a budget for 
expenditure of the Assembly-authorized total of 
$164,000 for 1959. This included ear- -marking 
$14,000 for continuing the Presbyterian series in 
the Protestant Hour, and $50,000 toward prepara- 
tion of special evangelistic series for television, in 
connection with the 1961 emphasis on evangelism 
throughout the Church. An additional $16,000 for 
radio and $35,000 for television developments were 
approved, together with funds slated for use as 
challenge funds for encouraging utilization of TV, 
radio and audio-visual media by other boards and 
agencies of the Church. A portion of the budget 
was also set aside for conferences and workshops 
designed to help train ministers and church work- 
ers in the use of audio-visual equipment and in 
proper radio and TV techniques. 


Another action, taken on recommendation of 
the executive committee of the Permanent Com- 
mittee was to approve as the abbreviated name of 
the agency the initials of its longer name: TRAV. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson—Belhaven College has received a cap- 
ital grant of $5,000 for science equipment from the 
Esso Foundation, according to notification received 
by Pres. McFerran Crowe from Foundation chair- 
man, Eugene Holman. 


PAGE 12 


The grant will be used in equipping the new 
building now under construction at Belhaven. This 
is the fourth year Belhaven has been assigned 
financial aid from the Esso Foundation. 





TENNESSEE 


Special Services 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church 


Bristol—The Rev. Carl Wilson held a series of 
special services in this church Nov. 16-30. We had 
a marvelous response. He has requested that I 
write to you telling some of the results. 


We had services every night, Saturday nights in- 
cluded, which gave us fifteen consecutive evenings 
of services. There had been much prayer offered 
for these meetings for some time. Special prayer 
groups among the women were formed. Visita- 
tion teams had been at work in the community 
for some weeks. Special classes for personal work- 
ers had been held. And it seemed that God was 
preparing the hearts of the members of the con- 
gregation for something special from His hand. 


To me, the results were spectacular. I have 
never had the privilege of working in a series of 
meetings where the Spirit of God seemed to be 
doing such a wonderful work. 


I would say that fifty percent of our member- 
ship, publicly rededicated themselves to the Lord. 
It was not a light thing but something that in- 
volved real confession of sins and of obtaining for- 
giveness, not only from God, but from their fellow 
church members. There were tears shed without 
shame. Some were tears of penitence others were 
tears of joy as loved ones were seen rededicating 
themselves to God. 


Then the unsaved were brought to the Lord. 
One mother as she came rededicating herself to 
the Lord had the joy of seeing two of her children 
come forward publicly claiming Jesus as their 
Lord and master. A brother had the joy of putting 
his arm around his own brother and pointing him 
to Christ. The brother came with his wife to make 
a public profession of faith. Teen-agers came re- 
dedicating themselves. One such teen-ager had the 
joy of leading her best girl friend to rededicate 
her life and of leading her “boy friend”? to make 
a public profession of Christ as Lord, and so 
it went. 


There were about eighteen professions of faith 
and many, many earnest, sincere Spirit-led rededi-- 
cations. We have already had eighteen meet with 
the session to be received into the church with 
perhaps twelve more to be received later. But the 
real effects will be seen in the months that lie 
ahead, as those who have yielded their lives to 


the Master seek to lead others to the Lord that 
they love. 





TEXAS 


Kerrville—(PN)—The Gus Schreiner Student 
Center on the Schreiner Institute Campus was put 
into use for the first time at the student’s Christ- 
mas party, Dec. 18. 


Built at a cost of about half a million dollars, 
the center was made possible by the Synod of 
Texas, Presbyterian Church, U. S., and by gifts 
from local friends of the school and alumni. The 
beautiful natural stone building in the center of 
the campus facing the swimming pool, is com- 


pletely air-conditioned, and has been eagerly an- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





J he ia a) 


<a ste. i ae 


a Bao ae bod 








ticipated by the students. It is named for Mr. 
Gus F. Schreiner, long-time member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Institute, son of the founder of 
the school, and a loyal supporter of the Institute. 


The center houses the kitchen, dining rooms, the 
school post office, book store, and publications of- 
fices. Other units of the building provide a chapel, 
student lounge, reading room, conference room, 
and additional offices, and a snack bar. 


Contractors Frank Thompson and Jasper Moore, 
of the firm Thompson and Moore are both ex- 
students of the Schreiner Institute. Wylie W. 
Vale of Houston is the architect. Ground was 
broken for the first unit of the Student Center 
project, the swimming pool, in November of 1956. 


The main dining room has been named in honor 
of W. Scott Schreiner, member of the Board of 
Trustees, and grandson of the founder of the 
school, Captain Charles Schreiner. 


A plaque in the private dining room explains 
that this room was furnished in honor of Hal Peter- 
son, Charlie V. Peterson, and Joe Sid Peterson, 
benefactors of the school. 


The Chapel, located on the southwest corner of 
the Center, contains a plaque which reads: “This 
chapel furnished by the L. A. Schreiner Family 
and the A. C. Schreiner Family in honor of Mr. 
Gus F. Schreiner.” 





VIRGINIA 


Montgomery Presbytery met in an Adjourned 
Meeting in the Chapel of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Roanoke, Virginia, on Tuesday, De- 
cember 2, 1958, at 10:00 A.M. There were present 
37 Ministers and 20 Ruling Elders. 


The proposed changes in the Book of Church 
Order and the Confession of Faith, sent down 
from the General Assembly, were approved. The 
proposed revision of the “Form of Government of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States” 
was also approved. 


Rev. Robert Wade Key, a Baptist Minister of 
Richmond, Virginia, was received into the Presby- 
tery and arrangement made for him to be installed 
as the pastor of the Radford Presbyterian Church 
of Radford, Virginia. ' 


Arrangements were made for Rev. B. C. Chil- 
dress to be installed as pastor of the Slate Mountain 
Presbyterian Church of “The Meadows-of-Dan”, 
Virginia. 

The following were nominated to be Commis- 
sioners to the next General Assembly: 


MINISTERS 
Principal: H. Ray Woody, J. M. Kennedy, E. D. 
Vaughan and C. W. Browning, Jr. 


Alternate: J. T. Hayter, Jr., P. A. Roberts, J. A. 
Ricks and M. L. Simmons. 


RULING ELDERS 

Principal: R. C. Friend (Narrows), Claude Carico 
(Raleigh Court), H. G. Bell (Covington First), 
and James Smith (Forest Hills). 

Alternate: C. D. Myers (Martinsville First), 
T. E. Lipes (McAllister Memorial), Curtis W. 
Mitchell (Northminster), and Blair Mitchell (Roa- 
noke Second). 

The next Stated Meeting (The 251st) will be 
held in the Salem Presbyterian Church of Salem, 
b+ ame on Tuesday, January 27, 1959, at 10:00 
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THE RESTORATION OF MEANING TO CON- 
TEMPORARY LIFE. Paul Elmen. Doubleday & 
Co. $3.95. 


The author is an Episcopalian minister who has 
served as a chaplain in the Navy and is now 
curate of St. Mark’s Church, Evanston, Illinois. 
This volume portrays the man of action — the 
typical man of today who spends his time in an 
incessant round of activity and yet his life is 
essentially empty. This is a penetrating analysis 
of contemporary life. The author observes modern 
man will go to almost any length to escape his 
fundamental feeling of aloneness. He shows that 
contemporary literature reflects the corrosive 
“boredom” of man’s existence. Overcome by the 
emptiness of his existence man realizes that ail 
his diversions are in vain. According to the author 
the only way in which man can restore meaning 
to his life is through God who dissolves and re- 
places boredom. Man’s great hope, insists the 
author, is that he experience the glory of God for 
himself. 


The author is acquainted with the best in modern 
literature and writes with a fine literary style. 
From a theological point of view the author leaves 
much to be desired. Those who would seek for 
the meaning of life would do better by reading 
their Bibles than by investing their time in “The 
Restoration of Meaning to Contemporary Life.” 


John R. Richardson 





-THE DOORWAY TO HEAVEN. Inez Kemper. 
Baker Book House. $2.50. 


There is an interesting and refreshing variety 
in these devotions. They are selected from num- 
erous sources. Poetry and prose alternate in a 
refreshing way. Light and shadows interchange 
in a manner typical of the Christian life. Each 
devotion is prefaced with a text and Scripture 
which fittingly embodies the thought for the day. 





SUCCESSFUL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING. 
Dorothy C. Haskin. Baker Book House. 85c. 


This is a teacher-training course in a nutshell, 
an auxiliary guide for the Sunday School worker, 
a refresher for the experienced person. Mrs. Has- 
kin has had wide experience in the Sunday School 
field. This work should be particularly good to 
place in the hands of new teachers as they are 
appointed. 





WORSHIP SERVICES FROM THE HYMNS. 
Zula Evelyn Coon. Fleming H. Revell. $2.00. 


These worship services are built around group 
singing of the great hymns and gospel songs of 
the church. This rich heritage, notes the author, 
provides the language man needs to express his 
aspiration and devotion to God. Part I contains 
services on a wide range of themes including spe- 
cial day programs which may be fitted into 12 
to 20 minute periods. Part II contains longer 
services to be used when a part or whole of an 
entire worship period such as an evening service 
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is given over to a service in song. They vary from 
30 to 60 minutes in length. This volume should 
be of help to directors of music, organists, min- 
isters and leaders of worship services. 





GINGER. Sallie Lee Bell. Zondervan. $2.50. 


The clash of personalities, the soul struggle of 
a girl longing for a different life, the subtle forces 
of evil holding her down, and the final triumph 
of right combine to make this a story full of 
fast-paced romance and a tale that shows the 
transforming power of God in action. 





THE GIPSY GIRL. Trolli Wulff. Zondervan. 
$2.00. 


In this story you will meet Jacoba, the evil 
gypsy woman who yet had a spark of something 
good in her; Inger, her vicious granddaughter 
who loved the gypsy life; Count Eric and Countess 
Ulrica who rose above tragedy to find joy in 
giving of themselves. It is a clearcut picture of 
how God could bring glory unto Himself in the 
lives of His children. 





THAT FAMILY ON ARCHER STREET. Craig 
Massey. Zondervan. $2.50. 


Craig Massey lets us in on the secrets of the 
Hunter family. You will share with them their 
joys and sorrows, their tensions and conflicts, 
their loves and controversies. Love or the lack 
of it was at the root of the Hunter family’s prob- 
lem. They found the only answer to their prob- 
lem in the love of God. 





HOBBY FUND. Eleanor Doan. Zondervan. 
$1.00. 


The author says that more than 2-3 of our 
country’s pre-teens and teen-agers have already 
found their hobbies. Two out of every three girls 
and three out of every four boys have hobbies. 
This book is written to help teen-agers to decide 
what interests them most and to have fun, clean 
fun, and their hobbies. 





CHILDREN ARE FASCINATING. Sarah Zim- 
meran. Comet Press Books. 


To appreciate this volume, one must realize that 
it is written for children. It should be read from 
the child’s viewpoint instead of the adult’s. The 
poems are designed to be read aloud and to be 
used for oral interpretation. 


The poems fall into two categories. The first 
Mrs. Zimmerman has called, “Problems”. With 
the heart of a child and the understanding of a 
parent, Mrs. Zimmerman shows the child’s prob- 
lems such as how to eat, how to keep warm, how 
to get along with our fellowmen, and how to pro- 
tect our rights and possessions. She shows that in 
a child’s mind nothing is small or unimportant. 


The second category of poems she has called 
“Empathy”. She believes that the quality of 
empathy is the life blood of all the creative arts. 
She points out that the child produces his own 
world by empathy in attributing his own emotions, 
thoughts and actions to wild life, thereby producing 
a sort of fantasy of realism. 


There is much good material in this book for 
use in incidental teaching situations that arise in 
the home. For example, “A New Baby Sister’, 
and “I’d Like”, for effective preparation for the 
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loving acceptance of the new arrival both preceding 
and following its birth. “‘Guest to Tea” is prepa- 
ration for entertaining guests or for commendation 
or correction after the guests have left. “The Rain- 
Drop” is excellent to pacify a disappointed child 
on a rainy day. “My Scarlet Pal” is good for the 
child who feels self-pity and thinks no one under- 
stands him or his point of view. 


John R. Richardson 





BAPTIST: YOUR CHURCH AND YOUR LIFE. 
Gale E. Dobbins. American Press. $2:50. 


The author has written this book for the benefit 
of the new Baptist convert to point out something 
of his responsibility to the church and of the 
church’s responsibility to him. He discusses the 
Baptist history, its organization and practices. 
The value of this book will be limited pretty 
largely to the Baptist denomination. 





SPEECH IN THE PULPIT. P. E. Sangster. 
Philosophical Library. $2.75. 


This volume has been written to help the min- 
ister in voice production, enunciation, and to pre- 
vent distracting mannerisms and other deviations 
that tend to mar his effectiveness. 


Though only 84 pages in length, this volume 
is crammed full of practical advice for public 
speakers. 





IF THE CHURCHES WANT WORLD PEACE. 
Norman Hill and Doniver A. Lund. Maemillan 
Company. $3.00. 


This volume turns a critical eye on the peace 
efforts of the churches, and makes a candid as- 
sessment of their endeavors and submits sugges- 
tions for improvement. The churches, we are 
told, have a role to play in foreign affairs. The 
approach followed in this book is that of the social 
scientist who is interested primarily in means 
and methods available for the improvement of 
society, especially the world society of nations. 


Many will disagree with the role assigned to 
the church by the authors. They would prefer the 
emphasis to be upon the role of Christians rather 
than the role of the church. The main value of 
this book is that it provides certain criteria for 
the determination of what is right and what is 
wrong in the conduct of nations. 





UNDERSTANDING AND PREVENTING JU- 
VENILE DELINQUENCY. Haskall M. Miller. Ab- 
ingdon Press. $1.25, paper; $2.75, cloth. 


All Americans are acquainted with the fact that 
juvenile delinquency is a serious problem and 
terribly costly in personal happiness and social 
resources. It is increasing in gravity at an alarm- 
ing rate. There are not enough juvenile courts and 
not enough other facilities to take care of the 
rehabilitation problem involved in this delinquency. 


Dr. Haskall points out that there is no short 
cut to prevention but there is no reason to assume 
that nothing can be done about the problem of 
delinquency. He reminds us that ignorance of 
the true nature of the problem, apathy and in- 
adequate and uncoordinated efforts are the main 
barriers to achievement. The problem, he says, 
is largely one of juveniles in a delinquent society. 
The church as one of the responsible institutional 
agencies of society must realize its responsibility 
to do more than deplore and criticize the delin- 
quent. The church must engage prayerfully and 
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intelligently in the preventive and redemptive 
task called for by this condition. This book rep- 
resents an effort to summarize the most perti- 
nent current facts and insights in relation to a 
series of questions deemed likely to arise in the 
minds of concerned laymen. 


Dr. Miller warns us that at the present rate of 
increase there will be at least 1 million delin- 
quents in court by 1965. We are therefore grate- 
ful to him for pointing out what the church can 
do and should do. There are suggested projects 
at the end of each chapter that will help the 
reader to deal effectively with the juvenile de- 
linquency in his own area. 





ARAB UNITY HOPE AND FULFILLMENT. 
Fayez A. Seyegh. Devin-Adair Company. $4.00. 


Dr. Seyegh examines the background of Arab 
unity and shows that though it is a new idea to 
most Americans it is not new to the Arabs who 
comprise the 80 million Arabic speaking people 
living in the Middle East. He traces the origin of 
the Arab Nation from the 7th century onwards 
and the fragmentation of the Arab world between 
800 and 1920 into 25 political entities. He brings 
his whole discussion up to date by telling of the 
Arab political scene since 1945 and of the first 
effort to establish Arab Unity, the Arab League, 
its promise and its failure to achieve that unity. 
He then relates how the second effort to estab- 
lish Arab Unity led to the formation of political 
unions among 5 Arab states in February, 1958. 
The author contends that nothing can stop the 
Arabs from unifying into one great federation— 
a federation which will be friendly to the West 
unless we make it impossible for them to be 
friendly. 


It should be noted that the author is a Christian 
Arab, the son of a Presbyterian minister who is 
currently one of the million Arab refugees from 
Palestine. All of our readers may not agree with 
every statement in this volume because it deals 
with a controversial subject but it is a valuable 
volume from the standpoint of source material. 





HOW TO TELL YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT 
SEX. Clyde M. Narramore. Zondervan. $2.00. 


If you have been bothered with the questions 
and activities of children you will be thankful 
for this happy and practical book that deals with 
every area of the sex life as it relates to children. 
It tells you how to answer their questions and 
direct their activities. It is a Christian guide to 
sex education. 





MY THREE YEARS INSIDE RUSSIA. Com- 
rade X. (As told to Ken Anderson). Zondervan. 
$2.00. 


Here is a moving real-life recital of what one 
man discovered inside Russia. Through his experi- 
ences you will discover how it feels to live under 
the iron heel of Communism. Through his eyes 
you will behold communism in action. Here you 
will see the bleeding heart of a disillusioned peo- 
ple. You will experience life within the forbid- 
ding confines of an infamous concentration camp 
in forsaken Siberia. 





THE FUNDAMENTALS FOR TODAY, Volume I. 
Charles L. Feinberg. Kregal Publications. $4.50. 


This volume appeared first in 1909. The Fun- 
damentals were written and sent out to unite 
those who stood squarely on the fundamentals of 
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the Christian faith. Included in the circle of de- 
fenders of the faith are men like Dr. R. A. Torrey, 
A. T. Pierson, W. G. Moorhead, W. J. Eerdman, 
p+ jg R. Eerdman, James Orr, and B. B. War- 
ield. 





TALKS TO YOUNG PEOPLE. C. B. Eavey. 
Baker Book House. $1.75. 


These talks are geared to young people. They 
reflect an appeal to the spirit of youth. They deal 
with exactly such problems as confront young peo- 
ple in our time. This is another volume in the 
popular and helpful Ministers’ Handbook Series. 





THE CHRISTIAN IN COMPLETE ARMOR. 
jg Gurnall. Sovereign Grace Book Club. 


The Christian in Complete Armor has been a 
favorite among mature Christians for many years. 
Richard Baxter commended it highly. Toplady 
made copious extracts from it. John Newton said 
that if he was confined to one book beside the 
Bible, he dared say Gurnall’s Christian Armor 
would be his choice. 


Gurnall described his book as “A Treatise of 
the Saints’ War Against the Devil’. He claimed 
that this book furnishes the Christian with spiritual 
arms for the battle, helps him on with his armor 
and teaches him the use of his weapons. When 
Christians feel that Satan is beating against the 
gates of their hearts, here is the book that will 
help. This volume will instruct any Christian in 
the art of spiritual warfare. 


The fact that a sixth edition of this work was 
published in the year the author died, 1679, is 
enough to show that its merits were early recog- 
nized. The Sovereign Grace Book Club has ren- 
dered a fine service to contemporary Christianity 


in making possible the re-publication of this 
classic. 





‘ IN THE ARENA. By Isobel Kuhn. Moody Press. 
3.00. 


The author was “a spectacle for Jesus’ sake’’. 
(I Cor. 4:9). Each setting is so graphically por- 
trayed that you feel like you are there looking on. 
You see her in a left-over, torn, waitress’ uniform 
in Chicago. You follow her among the Chinese 
Lisu Tribesmen and see God’s display of His pro- 
tecting power. 


There is humor and pathos in this well written 
book. You are drawn closer to Christ in reading 
it, and you, too, will find yourself being made 
willing to be made “a gazing stock” for the 
Saviour. It is excellent reading both for the 
Christian and the unsaved. 


—Elisabeth C. Smith 





WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA. 
T. S. Garrett. John Knox Press. $1.50. 


In this volume we have a survey of the different 
types of congregations found in the Indian church. 
There is description of the church of South 
India at worship and the litugry committee at 
work. Two chapters are devoted to the Lord’s 
Supper, one to baptism, and one to confirmation. 
The chapter on baptism follows to a large extent 
the Anglican procedure. Provision is made for the 
choice of godparents at infant baptism. 


The value of this book will be limited to min- 
isters and those who lead in public worship. 
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